PRESS
RELEASE

THE BARRIST FIRM, LLC
1 Veterans Square
Media, PA 19063
610.580.0300
267.247.3098 (fax)
barristfirm.com
Adam S. Barrist, Esq.
abarrist@barristfirm.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Barrist Firm, LLC Announces $10 Million
Landmark Settlement in Wrongful Death Murder Case
MEDIA, PA, APRIL 13, 2021 – The Barrist Firm, LLC announces today, the $10
million settlement in the case of Katz v. Grazioli. This settlement is one of the largest
reported settlements of any kind
in the history of Erie County, PA
and one of the largest reported
wrongful death murder
settlements in the history of
Pennsylvania jurisprudence. This
civil wrongful death case stems
from the brutal and
unconscionable March 8, 2018
murder of 31 year-old Amanda
Grazioli by her husband, John
Grazioli, in Millcreek Township,
Erie County, PA.
John Grazioli, who was 44 at the time of the murder, was the President of Grazioli
Asset Management in Erie, PA. He and Amanda had married just six months prior to
the murder.
During the criminal trial that occurred over two years ago, the jury heard how the
late Amanda Grazioli died as the result of being shot in the back of her head by a
single gunshot round fired by her husband. Mr. Grazioli had contended that he
mistakenly fired the shot and was in the process of showing his wife the gun, which
he had supposedly bought for her as a birthday gift. Amanda Grazioli’s 32nd birthday
would not have occurred until six weeks after the shooting. The criminal jury saw
video footage of how Mr. Grazioli, after shooting his wife, instead of calling the police,
went to a local bar and calmly enjoyed lunch and a beer. It would be his last meal as a
free man. He later drove to a local church, where he admitted to a priest of having

fired the shot that killed his wife. He was apprehended by law enforcement at the
church.
On February 7, 2019, an Erie County jury found John Grazioli guilty of first-degree
murder. He was later sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.
This case, which has garnered worldwide
attention, was profiled in an hour-long American
Monster episode on national television on
November 17, 2019 on the ID Investigation
Discovery channel.
Amanda’s family was represented in the civil
wrongful death case by Adam Barrist of The
Barrist Firm, LLC. Barrist filed suit in the Erie
County Court of Common Pleas on March 19,
2018, just 11 days after Amanda’s murder. The
civil case saw many twists and turns including a
lengthy stay, pending the disposition of the
criminal case and an adjournment of the
scheduled trial due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the end, according to Barrist, “this landmark result was worth the wait.”
According to Barrist, “No amount of money will ever bring Amanda back. But, with
the widespread publicity that this uncommonly large, almost unprecedented pre-trial
settlement will garner, the very real possibility exists that the next wealthy asset
manager who has an issue with his wife will think twice before brutally murdering
her. Perhaps the publicity associated with this extraordinary settlement will save a
life in the future.”
Barrist added, “John Grazioli didn’t have much trepidation about firing the bullet that
killed his wife. He even went to a bar afterwards and calmly enjoyed his lunch and a
beer before later confessing to a priest. However, it took him over three years and
being on the precipice of the civil trial to authorize this settlement. I think that he
knew what I was going to do to him in front of that jury at trial and in the end, he
didn’t want any part of that.”
###
The Barrist Firm, LLC is a plaintiffs’ personal injury law firm with flagship offices in
Media, PA and satellite offices in Bala-Cynwyd, PA and Marlton, NJ.

